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Module 

MODULE 3| EUROPEAN UNION – Topic 1b 

Topic Title 

 

 

Why the European Union ? 

b. Peace and Security 

 

Introduction 

 

The main objective of this lesson is to give its participants all information they need to feel 

completely secure in EU. We will address: 

- What are the threats? 

- What are the principles of security? 

- Which means of keeping peace and protection against violence does EU incorporate? 

o Military 

o NATO partnership 

o International crime 

o Internal protection 

o External dimension of internal security/cooperation with third countries 

o Cybersecurity 

- What are the instruments of protection? 

 

 

Lesson time foreseen 

 

40 minutes = 1 lesson 

Lesson Content 

 

 

One of the main objectives of European Union is to ensure peace and security for all the European 

citizens.. 

 

What are the common threats: the main challenges for the internal security of the EU? 

 

• Terrorism, in any form, has an absolute disregard for human life and democratic values. 

Its global reach, its devastating consequences, its ability to recruit through radicalisation 

and dissemination of propaganda over the Internet and the different means by which it is 

financed make terrorism a significant and ever-evolving threat to our security. 

• Serious and organised crime is of increasing importance. In its various forms, it tends to 

occur wherever it can reap the most financial benefit with the least risk, regardless of 

borders. Drug trafficking, economic crime, human trafficking, smuggling of persons, arms 

trafficking, sexual exploitation of minors and child pornography, violent crimes, money 

laundering and document fraud are only some of the ways in which organised and serious 

crime manifests itself in the EU. In addition, corruption is a threat to the bases of the 
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democratic system and the rule of law. 

• Cybercrime represents a global, technical, cross-border, anonymous threat to our 

information systems and, because of that, it poses many additional challenges for law-

enforcement agencies 

• Cross-border crime, such as petty or property crime, often carried out by gangs, when it 

has a significant impact on the daily lives of people in Europe, poses a common threat. 

• Violence itself, such as youth violence or hooligan violence at sports events, increases the 

damage already caused by crimes and can significantly harm our society. 

Natural and man-made disasters, such as forest fires, earthquakes, floods and storms, droughts, 

energy shortages and major information and communication technology (ICT) breakdowns, pose 

safety and security challengesPRINCIPLES 

 

People in Europe expect to live in security and to enjoy their freedoms: security is in itself a basic 

right. The values and principles established in the Treaties of the Union and set out in the Charter 

of Fundamental Rights have inspired the EU’s internal security strategy:  

— justice, freedom and security policies which are mutually reinforcing whilst respecting 

fundamental rights, international protection, the rule of law and privacy;  

— protection of all citizens, especially the most vulnerable, with the focus on victims of crimes 

such as trafficking in human beings or gender violence, including victims of terrorism who also 

need special attention, support and social recognition;  

— transparency and accountability in security policies, so that they can be easily understood by 

citizens, and take account of their concerns and opinions;  

— dialogue as the means of resolving differences in accordance with the principles of tolerance, 

respect and freedom of expression;  

— integration, social inclusion and the fight against discrimination as key elements for EU 

internal security; 

— solidarity between Member States in the face of challenges which cannot be met by Member 

States acting alone or where concerted action is to the benefit of the EU as a whole;  

— mutual trust as a key principle for successful cooperation. 

 

Military protection 

 

From its initiation on, one of the EU’s priorities was to keep peace (stated in Point 1 of Article 3 of 

the Treaty on European Union: » 1. The Union's aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-

being of its people.« 

 

 

At the Cologne European Council in 1999, Member States reaffirmed the Union’s willingness to 

develop capabilities for autonomous action, backed up by credible military forces. A key 

development was the “Berlin Plus agreement” giving the EU, under certain conditions, access to 

NATO assets and capabilities. 

 

 

 

 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 

 

NATO and EU have an important partnership in ensuring the peace and security of European 

Citizens. These are the essences of the partnership: 

 

• Institutionalised relations between NATO and the EU were launched in 2001, building on 
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steps taken during the 1990s to promote greater European responsibility in defence 

matters (NATO-Western European Union cooperation 1). 

• The 2002 NATO-EU Declaration on a European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) set out 

the political principles underlying the relationship and reaffirmed EU assured access to 

NATO’s planning capabilities for the EU’s own military operations. 

• In 2003, the so-called “Berlin Plus” arrangements set the basis for the Alliance to support 

EU-led operations in which NATO as a whole is not engaged. 

• At the 2010 Lisbon Summit, the Allies underlined their determination to improve the 

NATO-EU strategic partnership and the 2010 Strategic Concept committed the Alliance to 

working more closely with other international organisations to prevent crises, manage 

conflicts and stabilise post-conflict situations. 

• At the NATO Summit in Warsaw in July 2016, the two organisations outlined areas for 

strengthened cooperation in light of common challenges to the east and south, including 

countering hybrid threats, enhancing resilience, defence capacity building, cyber defence, 

maritime security, and exercises. Over 40 measures to advance NATO-EU cooperation in 

agreed areas were approved by NATO foreign ministers in December 2016. 

• Close cooperation between NATO and the EU is an important element in the development 

of an international “comprehensive approach” to crisis management and operations, 

which requires the effective application of both military and civilian means. 

• NATO and the EU currently have 22 member countries in common. 

• The European Union Military Staff (EUMS) is a department of the European Union (EU), 

responsible for supervising operations within the realm of the Common Security and 

Defence Policy. It is directly attached to the private office of the High Representative of 

the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, currently Federica Mogherini, and is 

formally part of the European External Action Service. In addition to providing strategic 

advice to the High Representative, the EUMS reports to the European Union Military 

Committee (EUMC), an intergovernmental Council body made up of the Chiefs of 

Defence. Its main task is to perform "early warning, situation assessment and strategic 

planning for Petersberg tasks" and to implement CSDP missions (2001/80/CFSP, annex 

article 2) such as EUFOR Althea and the other European Union Force missions in 

Chad/CAR and the DR Congo. The EUMS current consists of 200+ military and civilian 

personnel. 

 

Fighting international crime and terrorism 

 

Organised crime is becoming ever more sophisticated and regularly uses European or 

international networks for its activities. Terrorism has clearly shown that it can strike, with great 

brutality, anywhere in the world.  

 

 

To be more effective, the Schengen information system (SIS) was set up. This is a complex 

database which enables police forces and judicial authorities to exchange information on people 

for whom an arrest warrant or extradition request has been issued, and on stolen property such 

as vehicles or works of art.  

 

 

Joint Investigation Teams (JIT) have proven to be effective and are conducted frequently. JITs are 

set up for a limited period of time on the basis of an agreement between two or more EU 

Member States and /or third parties in order to fight serious cross-border crime. Europol and 

Eurojust have been able to support several JITs in the last couple of years within the traditional 

fields of organised crime activities such as drug trafficking, trafficking in human beings and 
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counterfeiting of the Euro.  

 

Among the steps proposed by the Commission to counteract this threat is the creation of a 

European centre for excellence for the fight against radicalisation, removing terrorists’ access to 

funding through cooperation between financial intelligence services, and stepping up the fight 

against cyber-criminality and the dissemination of online propaganda by extremists. 

 

The future EU prosecutor agency will be located in Luxembourg. 

 

 

 

 

Cybersecurity 

 

The EU is determined to safeguard an online environment providing the highest possible freedom 

and security, for the benefit of everyone. This strategy is jointly adopted by the Commission and 

the High Representative. It outlines the EU's vision in this domain, clarifies roles and 

responsibilities and proposes specific activities at EU level. Its goal is to ensure strong and 

effective protection and promotion of citizens' rights so as to make the EU's online environment 

the safest in the world. 

 

Instruments of protection 

 

Numerous instruments for facilitating cooperation have been developed. The most relevant are 

listed below.  

— Analysis of future situations and scenarios: threat anticipation. Europol and other EU agencies 

produce regular threat assessments.  

— Adequate response: planning, programming and handling the consequences. Work 

programmes have been developed which enable us to address the dangers to and the concerns of 

citizens in a methodical way. Strategies and specific work plans have also been developed on 

counterterrorism, drug trafficking, trafficking in human beings, organised crime and civil 

protection. Furthermore, the Community Civil Protection Mechanism coordinates the response of 

Member States to natural and man-made disasters. The abolition of internal border controls has 

made it easier to travel within the Schengen area  

— Effectiveness in the field: the work of agencies, institutions and bodies. A number of agencies 

specific to the EU have been created and these include: Europol, whose main aims are to collect 

and exchange information and to facilitate cooperation between law-enforcement authorities in 

their fight against organised crime and terrorism; Eurojust, which drives coordination and 

increases the effectiveness of judicial authorities; and Frontex, which manages operational 

cooperation at the external borders. The EU has also created the role of the Counterterrorism 

Coordinator. Other bodies and networks have also been established in the fields of training, 

drugs, crime prevention, corruption and judicial cooperation in criminal matters. 

links 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-

homepage_en/5388/Shaping%20of%20a%20Common%20Security%20and%20Defence%20Policy 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:12012M/TXT&from=EN 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-10-598_en.htm?locale=en 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/librairie/PDF/QC3010313ENC.pdf 
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http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49217.htm 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/cyber-security 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/communication-cybersecurity-strategy-

european-union-%E2%80%93-open-safe-and-secure-cyberspace 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/fight-against-terrorism/ 

 

 


